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ABOUT HARRISON RAIL-TRAILS 

Harrison Rail-Trails (HRT) was formed in November 2015 as a citizen 
advocacy group in Harrison County, WV.  HRT established their board of 
directors in March 2016, became incorporated in April of 2016, and received 
their 501(c)(3) non-profit status in August 2016. 

Our Mission & Vision has been to promote the use and maintenance of the 
Rail-Trails in Harrison County; to improve the health & well-being of our 
current and future community members through encouraging recreational 
activity on our rail-trails and to support the efforts of our Harrison County 
Commissioners and planning department to link our communities across 
Harrison County, WV into a larger rail-trail circuit called the Industrial 
Heartland Trail Coalition. (IHTC)  

 
IHTC will wind across 4 states:  WV, PA, NY and OH. This rail-
trail circuit will be over 1,450 miles in length and Harrison County 
Rail-Trails are a valuable piece of this circuit! 

x In WV, our goal is to connect the North Bend Rail-Trail into the 
Harrison County Rail-Trails to create an over 75 mile continuous 
trail from Parkersburg to Clarksburg. 

x From Clarksburg, we plan to connect our Harrison North Rail-Trail 
into the West Fork River Rail-Trail in Shinnston; which will then 
lead us to Fairmont & Morgantown. 

x Our Harrison South Rail-Trail will link Clarksburg to Lost Creek, WV 
terminating at the county line. 

 

2016 Event Highlights: 

x Opening Day for Trails. 

x Basic Self-Defense 
Workshop 

x 7 bicycle ride events 

x 16 WV Gratitude Walks 

x Spooky Tales on the 
Rail-Trails 

x St. Jude’s Trike-A-Thon 
fundraiser 

x 4 Kiosks built & installed 

x Rebuilt shelter & 
benches on the North 
Rail-Trail 

x  

 

 

 

Tunnel behind the Veteran’s 
Administration Park in Clarksburg 



HARRISON RAIL-TRAILS COUNTY NEWS 

There is a lot of rail-trail development activity going on in Harrison County, thanks to the partnership of Harrison Rail 
Trails (HRT), the Harrison County Commission, the Northern WV Brownfields Assistance Center (NBAC), and the Rails-
to-Trails Conservancy (RTC). 

NBAC led a series of community meetings in January and early February to collect input on a Rail Trail Connectivity Plan 
for Harrison County.  That plan will be completed by June. 

HRT is a part of the Parkersburg to Pittsburgh (P2P) Working Group, which is focused on closing gaps on that rail trail 
corridor.  This group meets four times a year to share info, prioritize activities and support one another.  P2P is, in turn, a 
part of the Industrial Heartlands Trail Coalition (see above). 

The Harrison County team is currently working on acquiring and developing a number of sections of corridor.  Here’s a 
quick summary: 

• North Bend Rail Trail extension from Wolf Summit to Adamston — Harrison County plans to purchase this from 
CSX. The appraisal is complete, price is agreed upon, and a Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) grant 
proposal has been submitted. 

• Wendy’s south toward the VA park rail trail — Harrison County plans to purchase this short section from CSX.  
This would connect downtown with the VA Park and secure county ownership all the way to Lost Creek. The 
appraisal is complete and the price is agreed upon. 

• Wendy’s north to Coleman Ave. — CSX has been asked to proceed with title work so Harrison County & RTC can 
then have this section appraised.  This piece includes the bridge over Elk Creek. 

• VA Park to Mt. Clare — Harrison County owns this approximately four-mile section, and has a TAP grant to 
develop it.  Some work has already started, with additional work expected this year. 

• Spelter — section of the corridor along the West Fork River was environmentally compromised.  Its current 
owner, Chemours, has mitigated the damage and is prepared to donate it to the County Commission. We are 
currently developing the legal documents needed for the transfer. 

Stay informed about our progress by becoming a member of Harrison Rail Trails! 

 
 



 

 

SPRING ALONG THE TRAILS ALWAYS OFFERS A WONDERFUL ARRAY OF SPRING FLOWERS 
AND NATIVE MEDICINAL HERBS! 

 

 

BLOOD ROOT (TOP LEFT) & COLTSFOOT (CENTER) & TRILLIUM (TOP RIGHT) BLOOM 
EARLY!  

You can see both of these flowers before their leaves emerge and are a true sign that spring is here!   

Blood Root’s leaf will curl around the base of the plant and the leaf will emerge after the flower.  The leaf also have 
unique shapes which are round and deeply lobed, often looking like a glove like shape, and can be seen along the trails 
most all summer.  Blood root prefers moisture and tends to grow in patches. 

Coltsfoot looks similar to the dandelion, but you will note the stem will have what looks similar to scales, and there is 
no leaf structure when they bloom.  Coltsfoot tend to like damp areas along the trail. The leaves look similar to a colts foot, 
hence the name. 

Trillium colors are often white, pink or red.  All of which can be seen along the rail-trails in various areas and prefer 
shaded hillsides. 

 

 

 



SPOTLIGHT ON SAVING THE SALEM 
HISORIC DEPOT PARK 

“In 1985, a historical 129-year era of rail service ended 
for Salem when the last scheduled train traveled the 
tracks through the city.  In 1988, the tracks were pulled, 
thus removing the visible link to Salem’s past.  The 
Salem Area Chamber of Commerce and the City of 
Salem, in 1991, launched the project of restoring the 
Depot and creating a surrounding park.  As part of the 
park evolution, Depot Stage was constructed in 1992, 
and the Apple Butter Festival relocated to the park that 
year.  In 1994, a 1929 B & O caboose was donated to the 
park and restored according to CSX blueprints and paint 
codes. In 1996, the restored Depot was rededicated. An 
open-air pavilion was added in 1997, a small stage was 
added to the pavilion in 1999, and a cement floor was put 
in place in 2000.  The Salem Area Chamber of 
Commerce, the City of Sale, the state of West Virginia, 
and generous donations from area resident and 
businesses funded the restoration efforts. This 
restoration project fulfilled the Chamber’s mission of 
creating a living historical park that would shine as the 
centerpiece of downtown Salem.  In 2008, tragedy struck 
the depot as it was ravaged by fire. Up to that point the 
Salem Deport served as a museum for railroad and 
historical Salem memorabilia donated by Salem area 
citizens. The Salem Area Chamber of Commerce has 
again, taken on the task of restoring the depot.” 

To learn how you can help contact the: 

Salem Area Chamber of Commerce or  

Visit:  salemwv.com/save-depot-park 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS APRIL 

*MINI-GARDEN BUILDING EVENT TO BE HELD 
APRIL:  date to be announced 

Spring Discovery Walks/Runs:  Held weekly 
on Sundays on various trail locations across Harrison 
County, excluding Easter weekend.  Walks are kid and 
dog friendly!  We average 2.5-5 miles based on 
walkers/runners attending. 

April 1st: Bicycle Series Ride #1 with County Road 
Cyclist (CRC).  Meet at Shinnston Trail head at 10 am. 

April 8th: Opening Day for Trails.   

Held at the Salem Depot Park from 11 am-1 pm, 
which will include the following events:  

Bicycle Rides:  

CRC will host their #2 Ride: 15 mil ride starting at 10am 
prior to event.  

Family Ride with North Bend State Park of ~2-4 miles. 

Spring Discovery Herb Walk with Dave Hawkins, 
owner of Mother Earth Foods in Parkersburg, WV.   

Stage presentations from the WV Raptor 
Rehabilation organization, Doddridge County Historical 
Society and Silas Powell & the Powell Family Band!   

Education tables from HRT, North Bend Rails-to-
Trails Foundation, Harrison County Historical Society, 
West Virginia Herb Association and more! 

 

April 15th: CRC bicycle Ride #3 starting at the 
Veteran’s Administraion Rail-Trail Head at 10am. 

April 22nd: CRC bicycle Ride #4 starting at Lost 
Creek Trail Head at 10am. 

April 29th: CRC bicycle Ride #5 starting at Harrison 
North at North View, meet at 10am. 

Follow us on Face Book at:  

Harrison Rail Trails  

OR  

Visit us at HARRISONRAILTRAILS.ORG 
FOR MORE DETAILS! 

 



Bicycle Ride Series in Harrison County W V  
Country Road Cyclists (CRC) and Harrison Rail Trails (HRT) 

April 2017 
 

 

This is a series of short rail‐trail rides in Harrison County presented in cooperation with Harrison Rail Trails, 
intending to familiarize local cyclists with the existing choices and potential connections among the pieces. 

Helmets recommended for all, required for ages under 18. Due to rough trail surface and some mud puddles 
in places, we recommend mountain bikes, not road bikes, for all rides. 

Ride leader for Country Roads Cyclists -‐‐ Bill Foster 304-‐‐623-‐‐2736 (home). 
 

April 

1st
 

 
Saturday 

 
10 am 

 
West Fork River Rail-Trail 

Meet at Shinnston, Sue Miller trailhead on US 19 south;  ride north 
to Worthington Park and return, 14 miles.  
Enjoy a group picnic with walkers and others at noon,  
then if you can, help with a Make It Shine clean-up along the trail. 

 
8th

 
 
Saturday 

 
 
 

 
10 am 

 
North Bend Rail-Trail 

 Meet at the Salem downtown Depot Park in front of the Depot.  
 From Route 50 west from Clarksburg, exit Downtown Salem, 
follow for 1.7 miles, Depot is on the left. Ride about 12 miles. 

  Join the Opening Day for Trails party at the depot after the ride. 
 
 
 
 
Salem from Route 50: Driving East from Parkersburg. Exit Main 
Street at Salem. Follow 2.6 miles, Depot will be on your Right. 

 

 

15th 
 
Saturday 

 
10 am 

 
Harrison South Rail--‐Trail 

 Meet at Clarksburg VA Park ball fields behind the VA hospital off  
 US  19, and ride south on short new section through tunnel and  
return, plus a short exploration at both ends where the trail is to 
be improved (3 miles +). A short walk will be after the ride. 
 

22nd
 
 
Saturday 

 
10 am 

 
Harrison South Rail--‐Trail 

Meet at Lost Creek Trail Head, just south of town. 
From Interstate 79 South: Take exit 110 into Lost Creek. Continue  
on  Lost Creek Rd. for 1 mile to Trailhead on your left 
Ride to Mt. Clare and back, about 10 miles. 

29th
 
 
Saturday 

 
10 am 

 
Harrison North Rail--‐Trail 

Meet at North View (Clarksburg) on North 25th Street.  We will ride 
from the trailhead to the Spelter fence and return, about 14 miles, 
trail is rough in areas with some water near Spelter.  
 

 

   For more information, and directions to the trailheads, visit HarrisonRailTrails.org 

       for information on road cycling,, visit Country Roads Cyclists at CRCyclists.org 

Harrison Rail-Trails (HRT) is a non-profit public charity 501(c)(3) approved volunteer organization. 
 

  Our Mission & Vision has been to promote the use and maintenance of the Rail-Trails in Harrison County; to improve the   
  health & well- being of our current and future community members through encouraging recreational activity on our rail- 
  trails and to support  the efforts of our Harrison County Commissioners and planning department to link our communities 
  across Harrison County, WV into a  larger rail-trail circuit called the Industrial Heartland Trail Coalition. (IHTC)  

 


